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The magic of LMS happens because of generous donations from individuals and families. Donations to our Giving program support necessary investments that keep LMS attractive, competitive and exciting. Here are two ways you can support the future of LMS:








Give Now	Goal
	$200,000.00
	Current
	$142,091.00
	Remaining
	$57,909.00




Ways to Give
	Checks should be made payable to Lexington Montessori School and sent to the LMS Community Development Office at 130 Pleasant Street, Lexington, MA 02421 or dropped off in our office at 12 Lawrence Lane.
	A large number of corporations offer employee Matching Gift programs. This is an easy way to double or sometimes even triple the value of your gift. Contributors should contact their employer for Matching Gift information.
	LMS accepts gifts and pledge payments by American Express, Discover, Mastercard and Visa. Credit card gifts and pledge payments can be made online, phoned in or mailed to the Community Development Office. Please include the donor's name, zip code, credit card number and expiration date, as well as the amount of the gift and to which fund the gift should be allocated.
	By donating appreciated stocks directly to LMS, you can avoid the capital gains tax that would be incurred if you sold the securities. The gift will be valued on the day that one's securities are transferred to the LMS Vanguard account. We suggest using electronic transfer for donating securities as it is the timeliest method. The contributor's broker should contact the Community Development Office for details regarding account information.
	Planned Gifts provide various opportunities for lasting support of LMS, such as funds for Endowment, while offering significant tax, financial and estate planning benefits to the donor.









LMS Giving Circles of Friends
	Golden Cube	$10,000 and above
	Golden Square	$5,000 - $9,999
	Golden Bar	$2,500 - $4,999
	Golden Bead	$1,000 - $2,499
	Brown Stair	$500 - $999
	Pink Tower	$100 - $499
	Red Rod	$1 - $99
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FAQs
What is the difference between the Projects Fund* and other kinds of giving?

All giving matters! Contributions to the Projects Fund* support improvements happening all over campus. The Food Forest that was developed in the fall of 2019 and continues to grow with every passing year is a great example of a project that this Fund helps to support.
*Previously referred to as the LMS Annual Fund



Who is asked for gifts?

Everyone in the school community; Board members, parents, alumni, parents of alumni, grandparents, as well as faculty and staff. We are proud to share that Board member participation has reached 100% every year and faculty and staff participation has reached 100% consistently over the years. 



How much should I give?

We hope you will join us in contributing at whatever level you are capable of giving. Last year, individual gifts to the Projects Fund ranged from $5 to $25,000. What you give is entirely up to you. Every gift is important and celebrated. 



We already pay tuition, why do we need to donate money to the school?

The Projects Fund helps keep tuition costs as low as possible. Like almost all independent schools, tuition does not cover the full cost of ensuring that LMS is a place of excellence. 



How are contributions used to benefit the school?

Your investment in the Projects Fund supports all areas of the school. The Food Forest is an exciting project made possible by this Fund. Other areas of the school that have recently benefited from the Fund can be seen in the Sport Court, new lockers in our Upper Elementary classrooms, and the large wooden structures used for outdoor learning in the Children’s House greenspace and on the upperfield. 



Why is it so important to participate?

All gifts to the Projects Fund matter. High participation in the Projects Fund demonstrates that the school community is strong and believes in the mission and work of LMS. 



If my family receives financial aid and I donate to the LMS Projects Fund will it affect my aid?

No. There is no correlation. 100% family participation is the goal.



What kind of recognition will I get for giving?

Your gift will be acknowledged in the Annual Report of Giving, which is distributed each year and lists all donors to the school. You can make your gift anonymously, if you prefer, by directing the Community Development Office not to list your name.



Do other schools raise money or is this just something LMS does?

Almost every independent school in the country has an Annual Giving Program. It is an important tool to enhance a child’s educational experience.



What is a matching gift?

LMS is a 501(c)(3) organization. Many companies will match charitable contributions by their employees. The company helps to support worthy causes and the employee can maximize the amount donated to the charity. Many LMS parents work for companies that have a matching gifts program – please check with your human resources department to see if your employer will match your gift. The Development Office is happy to help you with this process in any way possible. 





Community Development Office
The Community Development Office at LMS works with the school community to facilitate fundraising, communications, alumni relations, and volunteerism. We would love to hear from you so please feel free to email or call us if you have any questions or comments!
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